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May 1, 2015 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Guardsmen reach out to help a fellow Soldier in need 
 

By Capt. Chad Wika 
1-147th Field Artillery Battalion 

 

WATERTOWN, S.D. – We often hear the term that the ‘being part of the National Guard is being part of 

a family.’ This is no truer than when witnessing the efforts of three Soldiers in the South Dakota Army 

National Guard’s 147th Forward Support Company in Watertown.  

 

A young Soldier, just back from Advanced Individual Training, had no vehicle or other means to travel 

the nearly 200 miles from his home to Watertown for drill. Recognizing the need, three Soldiers from the 

FSC jumped into action.  

 

Sgt. 1st Class Samuel Schaefers, the FSC readiness NCO, knew of one of his Soldiers, Spc. Josh Catron, 

had a car that he no longer needed. Contacting Catron, he found that he would donate the car free of 

charge.  

 

With the car lined up, Staff Sgt. Casey Taylor, FSC supply sergeant, checked the vehicle over and fixed a 

few mechanical issues, ensuring it was road worthy. The car was then given to the Soldier after the unit’s 

drill in April.  

 

Schaefers and Taylor went the extra mile by following the Soldier on his trip home, just to make sure the 

vehicle didn’t encounter any mechanical problems along the way. 

 

For their efforts, the Soldiers were presented a 1-147th Field Artillery Battalion achievement coin by Maj. 

Jason Warr, the battalion executive officer.  

 

While presenting the coins, Warr spoke of the Army Values and how this act of kindness was a true 

representation of what the Army Value selfless service is all about. 

 

“We generally have each other’s back,” said Catron, who has found himself in a similar situation.  

 

“My grandparents once gave me a car that they no longer needed,” said Catron. “The car I received from 

them needed some work, and it probably didn’t mean much to them, but it meant a lot to me. I’m happy 

the car found a good use. It feels good.”  

 

“I feel that anyone in my position would do the same thing,” said Schaefers. “I’m happy that I was able to 

help out a young Soldier.” 

 

“It felt good to cover down and help someone out,” said Taylor. “To see and fill a need.” 
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High resolution photos are available at www.flickr.com/photos/southdakotanationalguard 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Maj. Anthony Deiss at (605) 737-6721 or cell (605) 431-8753, 

or e-mail ng.sd.sdarng.list.pao@mail.mil 

150425-Z-ZZ99-005: U.S. Army Maj. Jason Warr, right, battalion executive 

officer in the South Dakota Army National Guard’s 1-147th Field Artillery 

Battalion, presents achievement coins to Sgt. 1st Class Samuel Schafers, Staff 

Sgt. Casey Taylor and Spc. Josh Catron, members of the 147th Forward 

Support Company in Watertown, S.D., April 25, 2015, for their efforts in 

helping out a fellow Soldier. Between the three of them, they coordinated, 

donated and repaired a vehicle for a unit member without means to travel the 

nearly 200 miles from his home to Watertown for drill each month. (U.S. 

Army National Guard photo by 1st Lt. Rebecca Linder/Released) 

 

 
150425-Z-ZZ99-009:  U.S. Army Spc. Josh Catron, left, Sgt. 1st Class Samuel 

Schafers and Staff Sgt. Casey Taylor, members of the South Dakota Army 

National Guard’s 147th Forward Support Company in Watertown, S.D., were 

presented achievement coins, April 25, 2015, for their efforts in helping out a 

fellow Soldier. Between the three of them, they coordinated, donated and 

repaired a vehicle for a unit member without means to travel the nearly 200 

miles from his home to Watertown for drill each month. (U.S. Army National 

Guard photo by 1st Lt. Rebecca Linder/Released) 
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